
WHEN WAS IT?
North Carolina Divided on the Meck¬

lenburg Declaration.

Historians at Loggerheads as
to the Aetna! Date.

EX-GOYERNOlt GRAHAM'S STATEMENT.

Cornwallis and the British First
Defied on May 20, 1775.

How Colonel McKnitt's Paper
First Came to Light.

LET US HAVE THE TRUTH.

I* view of tlic Intense Interest now manifested
n reference to tlie Mecklenburg Declaration of
^dependence we give the following fiighij in¬
structive chapters from the

MEM0IB3 OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM.
1 esteem it the duty oi some one who has had

opportunities of acquaintance wiin the Revolu¬
tionary history or the state to vtndicato the au¬

thenticity ol the Declaration of lndcpendenco by
the delegates oi the people or the county ol Meck¬
lenburg ou the 20th oi May, 1775, against the at¬

tempts recently made to bring it into discredit.
With some recollections of the discussion of this
topic, ruutiinj: back more than hulf a century, I
have taken no part in it heretolore. The event
occurred (as 1 beliove 11 dU occur) in the Imme¬
diate vicinity ol tlie residence of the families irom
which 1 um descended, several of my near
relations, including my father, when it was

called in question soon after its publica¬
tion in the Gazette of lsltt->20, gave their
testimony as witnesses wno had been personally
present at the transaction, with a reference to
lonte of the circumstances of the occasion as well
is to precedent and subsequent evonta. 1 deemed
It proper not to participate in the controversy as

to tue credibility oi this testimony while thesa
witnesses were alive, tho more especially as V
thought the claim on toe part or Mecklenburg well
lustatni'd by others. i:nt those wtio championed
the cause of the Mate (tor it has been made a

Bute matter) have all passed away. Martin, Jo.
Senwcit Joues, Foote, Hawks are no longer among
the living. The witnesses to wiiom 1 have allude^
awl those others whose evidence was then taken,
their comrades and neighbors with whom they
had passe-1 through the ilery trials or the war

which ensued, are all tikeimoaead. We may now

speak or them without flattery aud, I trust, with¬
out vanity. .

TI1K CLAIM OK MKCkLXKDUBG.
The position we maintain Is very readily stated,

tt is that the resistance to British authority which
assumed tne loroi ol war in 1775, was not beguj.
or wag d on tae p.irtoi the colonies generally,
or the Congress -wtiicti represented them, wita
any view to a severance or the hrnpiro before late
In the spring of 177'i. Like the risings against
King Jomi, Charles J. and Juuies II., it contem¬
plated on.v a to urination of abuses aud redress
01 grievances us Uriti.su subject-- under tbecroaiL
di toe monarth, but old not contemplate a change
Of government or freedom trOBt the rto-
nniilon of their king aud country bevond
the sea; tha' North < arolina, and especially
(he people of Mecklenburg, ioruied an excep¬
tion to mis eenerui sentiment ol loyalty. Tu»s
leading spirits, in that county and elsewhere,
were ripe lor revolution fruin the beginning.
Tact weie opposed to luonurchr. had lit'le or no
attachment to the mother country, were chafed
bv recent i rovocatlons la the uctual operation of
the government, and were readv to throw it off
at any lavurabie opportunity. Hence their de¬
cided and mamv action in proclaiming indepen¬
dence on Hit Jtih oi May, 1775, in advance oi ail
the other colonies.

WHAT NOBODY CAN DENT.
1. No one, l presume, doubts that the men of

Mecklenburg, wno were old eaouzn to remember
lh<* events of 1775, aud survived nil 1819 and lSJO

fud i«ao. believed there nad t>een a Deoiaratlon or
ndeoendenee at Charlotte, ou tlie -Oth ol May, in
the year llrst mentioned, and that they them-
Mives witnessed its promulgation.
Z That not only was this conviction prevalent

among those wno had remained in that county in
the intortnt, but w.u shared by those who had
emigrated t > Georgia. Tennessee and e:sewhere.

3. Thai the wnole people of Mecklenburg, with¬
out distinction irotn duiereuce in religious opin¬
ion, political ponies or personal antipathies or
muriM, were luewiso tintressed with thLs con¬
viction. ni.d from early utter the year isju on¬
ward united iu relegating the anniver-ary tiK
ttio day oi the declaration at Charlotte, with all
the demonstrations tending to commemorate a
great event.

L1.U1SI.ATITE ACTIOS IV XOBTII CA BOLIN A.
Rnt it was not merely our cituens, innadlng

those oi the highest .-mineuce in latetugeoco, cui-
ta:o and patriotism througuont 'no Mate, who
were charmed into the hello' oi the truthtuioesa
Ol this occurrence; the Mate It^eir took up the
tame of oar heroic people oi Meckleuburg as a
flower not un»ortny to oe worn in the garland
which deckoa her own brow. At the session of
1S.T0-31, witu ii view to perpetuate some evidence
of the transact I ri, cenuin certificates In the us-
tare of depositions ot witnesses then dvlng,
wno had personal knowledge of it, wcie
procaltd and laid before the General A-sembiy.
Witnesses wnose cnaracters were ail knosn
tbrougu tttoir rupror<6Utatlves, ami who could
readuy cave been subjected to cross-examination.
These ««ero referred io a committee composed of
Thomas U. ;oU, Jonn i:r..gg, Kvau ? ex.u )er\
l<ou s I), lii nty an.i Me x.and i McNeill. In Is com-
inn tee made a irport atlii ming ti e evidence to oe
satisfactory and directing tne coventor to cause
to be published in u pamphlet tne said retort,
with au mtrod'iciory narrative to be prepared by
fctmseii, together with tne Meccionburg bociara-
tion. the Dames of the delegates composing tue
meeting ami the certificates oi the witnesses testi¬
fying to to . circumstances attending said dec.ora¬
tion; airo. the proceedings of toe Ctttnlieriand As¬
sociation; and mat iu a separate pamphlet there
oil :td be reprinted the Journal of the lTovlnciai
Oouffress, Deni at lisiifax on the 3d jff Anr.i,
li76. iu whl li tne oeiegates iu the Continental^
Comrress from North Caio.laa were instructed to
Quite Io vottaff lor ahsoiuto independence, an In¬
struction mteu lu advance of ail tuo other colo-

In 1SI.J, on the occasion or revl-ing tfce statntea
ni tlie fttau* an i priming theiu lor distribution,
toe Lemmaturo enact»a by a law dnwi by tbe
late Governor 1: .-atsit. ctiMtrmAll 01 t&i> i >!iiini*t,oo
of fteVt*al; tii*i » l opyoi tno Mecklenburg Declara¬
tion o. lride eodeuce, with t tie name* ul the dele¬
gate!. »ti,uid oc prau*4 to tuat work.

In it«a 0} a joint resolution, tne two houaea
antnonzed a i.t-w ,diiioii oi 11.- pmipiuet of
18«0-31, c> ncernlu* tuo Mecklenburg Declaration,
to bo pnblistted »ltb certain <ther document* per-
talnins io our Uovo.Utlonar*. nutorr.

in ISM, upon anew revimon of tne atttntaa.it
agum. by soiemn act. directed that itie Mtcn.cn-
bur/ i>.-ciarauou of lauopeadeace i.e prehxed to
tnat work.
BISTOKI A.a4 WHO SCPrOBT TBI UXCKLXXBCBO

C AIM.
Whit hss t>eon the te-tuuony borne of it br writ-

.not history? Ana first, by tno-u of North caro-
Ma; Fiaacla \ovier Martin,* native Brunei.tn«n,
but Ion* ii citizen ui North CaroUna, a compiler of
one edition or i.er atatutu or order of the Legis-
lata re, before removing to Louisiana, where be
w.n ior iuany yeara an ereweut juiiae, in tae sec-
ou>i volume ot bis history of the State, puol.shed
In 1S2W, near ilia close oi ttic Work (it \»us contin¬
ued uo lUitaer tban 1TT8), gives tho Mecn.enburg
Dec ui anon Willi the accompanying elrcamauncea
IB fu.i
1 Joseph Soawell Jone*, la IIU, published hla

Volume, k defence of Worth Carolina, upon tUu
queanon

iito Hev. Dr. William II. Poott, or Virginia, in
lis interesting "Sketches oi North CurOltaa," put
f. 11 in 1SU. ai.so elves iua pa. tieulara of thie
treat ere .t, wa approving an admUaUon aa if
ae aau beou a native oi tn state.

4, co. a J. tl. Wli .«u., tu tti* sketches of the
blatnryor North Carolina in l"&i. Hive-- io mis
Qer So act of her provincial inhabitants bla eordiat
.¦probation.8. i ne Hev. Dr. lTawk\ to whom ever/ cltnen
.f tto stale ¦boJid leel indebted f^r tne aeai end
intelligence o ins interest in beualf or the lame
an i aoii',1 or mi native >&nd, in ttte New York ma-
.orlo^i society in iftM, and in n »tin more elabo.
rate Mrforreai.ee o; t#e tame nature at caariotte,
and at toe L", Ivcrairy of ti»e state lu H&7, main¬
tains.! it to tne satisiaotioii oi our moat arun.it
fat riots.

fl. it ras recognized in Tittla'a "Political an4
Civil History oi tr.e Catted states. .'

7. ifca it v. ur. fln,(U' liio i. *iaytho, a diatin-
MUled Preahyt^rtan divine, of ci»ari'»ion, s.
Hi a pirnpbloi is.u -d in l^»T. write* an inieteatni*
diaaet <atioa to prove taat ttom ta« Meck.euburgand Me iiauouui aeclaratmaa, in tne partiouiurain ouiuu Kiel reacEQijic ea> u oiner. wore nug-
iri**ted ..i t*ke« from -a (.emrai Cornealiou or
General tfoud for tuo AJainteoarn'o oi iiu' He-
liaiw.. an l tne Kiuya Pbmou and k.*uipat
mitu til i>e *i*acd b/ mo III rabi'ia of the jreattr-ttriM ttttf a ai itcatlMnd mare rnaa t cuitiuryta.'oie Antn'wan u ut^t »n. i, . w*., leaoivau on.

Vim uaiut.H Of :aa C0BTnnvia.<r.
OB (HI .lUkll Of Am,,. iSi.t. t«,« oaro'trtiiiC

IB emtaift & copy of the proceed!ncm of the m«#t
Infir or the committee or tlio dooDie nr

bar*, la Gbarlotte, ou the aorh of %»®. m« a.fd"
the resolutions of independence appeared n
tVe lisleu h lW/tHtrv, Id a communication from Dr
Joseph Mcknttt Alexander, a prominentciusnn.#
Mecklenburg, algaed JosepVifcKuiu. » # L. '

tUBB wuicii be 18 well known to haveoftenu'ei
omitting Dl. surname, irom tb« camnini*
i.e.. of in. .aine of Alexander \a lnlt
region, und by tne name desfiruat?.
5? « 'fc1uentlT spoken of Uud Ld
dRitso^, AJonjf with it, as unotht'i* ri»hf»
ofantKmUy, wussont by him ana published in the
sauic paper u copy <>i u proclamation of the i:o» ji
Governor., Jomitu JBsrtui, dated ..Cuar otte Town
October ». while the army of I "rd cJJS*
waiils ocaupied that town. On tiii*letterlmlv

in*makoa further remark. The nrat o!
the abov u meat toned papers was preface i nv -in

editorial notice, stating that the fact lt unnouJce
>vu8 not generally known to the world but %»r
the editor had it from unquestionable uuthorirv

tenter u aiiKiu xo tiown toJoS:
A HAMS AND JEFCTIUSON ON ITS C.KNUINE1HWX
Heinjf copied into the Ehsox Register, of Mussa.

Chiisetrs, this paper was sent by Mr John Adams
to Mr.JeiU-rson, with u Piter remarkinR tnat -th2
common sentiment of America at that p.-rwj w»I
..ever so well expressed bc-tore or since* Mr
Jelforson, lit it ieuly. dated July y lZ .mm.

other observations suid:-.^ Zi'ey. i?
spurious _ I deem it a very un.ust.fi
able quiz, like that of the volcano i!i
minutely related to us as having broken out in
Norm t.arolinn some h.ui dozen vears ago in thit
part or the country, ana. PmiapOu tVt re?J
county oi Mecklonburp. lor i do not remember its
proelso locaUt}. Alter expressing doubt us to
wnether tms p.iper had been really tav eti from
the Kaiei h itegMer, t*y.nK that IUik I nSt been
seen by ulni in tne paper of Mr. Kltciue or tin-
national JnteUtoenivr, uor in Williamson's "His-
toi.v 01 North Carolina" nor other ttutitors whom
he name", ami that It anneals to Mr. Alexander
who was dead, to Caswell, Hushes anu Hooper
all deau. lie proceeds'When Mr. Henry's resolu'
tion, far short or independent, new like lignrm £
tl'rough every papor and Kindled both sides oi the

n! i i"3 declaration oi the cima dato
v

he independence oi Mecklenburg couiitv of
North Carolina, absolving ,t Irom britisi. aiiejr?-
???? .ub|u'.1,ur political conuectiou with
that nauon, uithou.rh sent to Congress, wan never
lieaid of. It is not known eveu a twelvemonth

m that" bod J1 HTr?,',pr"1';JSU,"u wa9 flr8t made
Aimed wait v.iis bold example

would you not have addressed our timid brotiireu
in poain of thunder on their tardy feaisy Would
not every advocate oi independence i.uvo run£
the glories or Mecklenburg county, in Nortu Caro-
Una, in the ears oi the doubting Iiicunsou und
others who nung so Heavily on iu

"
Yet

the example or independent Mecklenburir
Is never once quoted." lie proceed) t<1
pronounce llooper a tory, Huffii-s very
waverniK, Cassveii and Penn I5rm patriots- and
we quote a«uln:-"l inllHC not be {.QUorsu.o"as
sdigesting an,y doubtfulness of the st,.te of North
Carolina. No state was more 0.\ed or lorward

."i? .!n po1llJve!v tn " this paper is a fan*.
ritation , because tne prooi of a neif.kiivo is only
presuinytivo.but I Khali believe it such until
positive and solemn proof oi its authenticity shall
be produced. And ir the name of McKnitt ou
real, and not a part of rhe laoric.Ulon, it needs
ysrillcuilon o.y tlio production of such prooi."

/riirr«rt1t0oIi(KT«^Informed that Mr. Jefl'erhou over ro-
tnrred to the .ubjrct affain. No one in Aler-klen-
burg appeared to coutradlct it. ine Italetirti
Reotstei' exp eaxed the decided opinion ''that no
doubt c .ii now exist oi the truth und irenulueni'ss
ot tlio deciar ulon of t he 2um oi May. UT V' aiJ i ,t
s'-em.'d uo ionjeer to bo a matter oi controversy,
Coleorations ot theduy were teld with the euthu-
»iuHt ic concurrence oi the people, llad tlieiv been
any civil a»aiast this proof «t that time ns>oi it

T med!'**" C0U'd Ulca "uve been SU-;

DOW Till KECKLENBHRO HBCLAItATION WAS PRE
dKBVfcD.

Curiosity, however, is excited to learn In what
manner the memorial of tins Declaration of Inde¬
pendence i»»s preserved to later uiihh. The ex-

fe""",^ J!,e Journal or the proceedings of ttie
/Mec..leui(urg Committee, origmatintr at the incipi¬
ent period of the devolution and continuliijr lonir
years afterward as a couuty orjranlzfition. which
contained the Declaration of Independence or 'joth

M^it"I^ra^"ro,erveU "l!3 we oUonn
' xaud«x.-jjUL-a<»#f«iury. arid wascoTT-'t

stime TilTTi" destruction of his mansion bv lira In
the year 1800. And that prior to Its destruction
he nad endeavored to give this document pub- j
"i'Vf ^ tirnishlng one copy to Dr. liu«n
v\ Hitamson, who nud announced his pur-
R"?e to put.Ilsn a history or North Caro-

ilHIa, and anotlier to General William K. Davie
a dlstlncruis'ied soldier of the Revolntiou aud suo!
sequently Governor of the HisU. It is prooable
aiHo. that ne or Ills son, before named, w:io was of
mature years and hea<i of a family before iti.xj, re-

,»"otUfr esapeJ the o<.n-
^ Jlatrarion of his house. The averment which we
have from Mr. Alexander of ois deliv"rlni tn®
copies to Williamson and Davie is co'illrniea.
hrnt.By the testimony ol Oovernor Stores

already cited, statinar in sub-tance that m ti e rear
K93 Dr. Will.amsou exhibited to nimVl' tne'cuy
of Now\ork acopy of tnesaid Mecklenburg Dec-
larsiim in the h indwrDinr ofjonn McKoltt A'ex-
anoer, which was known to Governor Moies !
S'oonrt-By the statement of Dnncan Cameron. '

then a practljdnjr lawer, subsequently a Judjro of
the^ujOTior Oonrts and President or .he p"lnc!-
pal bank of the sta'e. to the effect that Mr. Alev-

?hi.e^.!i?cli?it0rineu ,of 4,10 circumstances of
this declaration and of ills phtcinn a copy m the
possession or Ceii"ral Davie: and tnat after th»
destruction of the original in his dwei'in^ he re-
Jcrred arain to the same topic, remarKing that br
reason of this deposit . tne document wa< sa'e »

Dr. Williamson was a Pennsyivanian wbo came io
the State aoont the close of the Revolutionary
War. and resided in Edenion. He represents?
North < sroilna in the Continental and first Fed-
ersl Congress and in the Fed rsl convention
after which be went to reside In New York His
work entitled "A History of North Carolina "

pobliahed in 1812. Is confined to the coiS p..

'ul'tors?°n l^ l?0**' °Dl/ 10 l°* Ume of t3# ^o-
Thira. It Is likewise corroborated tr a letter

from Mr. D. O. stinson a gentleman now anovl
elgh'y yeara of age, who in a recent letter
kock nm. ». C., informs me that in 1813 wi eu h m I
self a student In the acaoemv of the Kev \ir w?l"
lace, of Providence. Meckleiiburc, a «on-in-i 1w or
John McKnitt Alexander, he neard sold A'exanT*?'
nnon the occasion of a^tsit of . mo8ta'*t r "i
p ace relate the circnmsran<:es or the Decisrarinn
or Independence on the aotn of Mav, 1776 and h?
further fact that, tuvinir been to Phiia-ie nh,a
afterward In that year, be communicated Wie
facta and circumstances to Dr. Fraotltn wno ex.

pressed apDrobation of the act.
,n, wao ex*

WHY ITS AITHK.VTICITY WAS NOT DtaOCSSID FRr.
TIOPS TO 1810.

Tha* this striking event was not mad* the sot>-
Ject of commentary In our newspapers until pub¬
lished in 1SI9 mould occnsion no surprise to tonne

o have studied the history oi the State and
no» In whitt aconfu-od and neglected mass all

rite materia ¦» then lay. If ho well an iniormed
American a* Mr. JetT»raon must be conceded to
tiave been id l«l# did not know the position of
Meck'.enourg on the map, and eupnosed it might
adjoin riuucuraoe, hie locality of the fictitious
volcano played otT as a newspaper hoax, irom
whir.n it Is one hundred miles distant, witti the
Blue liu'it* tower.nir between.who. except tiar
own people. »n >uld De expected to know her his-
aoryt The historians to wnom he refers.William*
non. whose work extends out to 1771; Horry,
tumsay. Marshall. Jones, Uirardln. Wirt.
nay one of them had penetrared so far into our
nrfilic hiflory a* to be awaro of tne resolutions of

?the 3lst of May. 177 . or to uUcover the well es-
taolished f«ct that North Carolina, in her provin-
cial Conjrres.! at Halifax on the mh of April,
177«, insiructed her delegates in the continents!
Congress to vote lor absolute independence or the
British Crowu. (I Impute bo acjust design; it
su» perhaps our owniuit m not causing it to
bo made generally Itn »wn.) Yet some of them do
mention that Virginia gave such instruction in
May succec'lraj, and suppose tint to have t>eeu
the earliest movement of tse kind. It thev wore
thus unlniorrued as to our pn'ilic sue uensral t.ls-
tory host are their omi s.ons authority in reafiei't to
a popular m ei log, a local assemblage is he county
»,t Mecklenburg some mouth* earlier » Toe fact
Is the revival ci the knowledge oi the re.soiotl mi
at Halifax whs maoe about the same ilme and by
tne same Individual.Dr. Joseph McRuItt Alexander,
with the publication of the MeckJeoDurg Osciara-
Hon la tu« Kalelgo RegtMirr, anu It produced as
niucn surpnsa among writers of history and as
much satlstaction among tne people of tne Htare
aa tne ueclarat'.on at charlotte. it was permitted
to pass unchallenged upon tt.e authority of tne
Jonrual of tne Congress which Alexander had in-
heil'ed fion His laiaer, as would, m ray tieiier. tne
MeckleDDiirg proceeding, except that tne latter
vat tjuestione.l by Mr. -Tetferaon, and was sup¬
posed by some to Isy claim to a d inain in winch
he was entl'ied to a monopoly.* domain to which
in May. 177J, a* will presently appear, bo had set
up uo claim in mind or heart.
WHT riiEHK IS NO CONT.HE irllOSjU. BROOKD Of IT.
Bat,s<y onroijjectors.il audi resolutions wero

ever sent to rniUdeiphta, there snoald be found
some evidence of tne iaot In the Journals of cou-
gre«a. It roqnires but little research to itinw that
this is but a cavil, j roceeding inm an utter ifno-
ranee of tho mode oi couiluctiug business in tee
Congress, ana the state of sentiment then prevail-
liu among its meittoers. I: w. s among toe flint
roles or order of the oody, adopted in September,
1774, " that the door be Kepi shut dmlng tno time
of business, and that inembers consider them¬
selves under tne strongest obligations of honor
to keoo tne proceoniogs secret, until the
majority shall direct them to be maue
public." llut there was a lar more po>
t»nuai reason than this; and Congress
at that time, any May or Junv, 17*», would as s ion
liave thought of entering «u their journal a prop-
usi'.ion to asaassiuate king fisorge, or to t urn tne
city or Londoa, aa to declare independenco of
Oraat Britain. No singlo u.ember lavored it, or,
Judging iroa the ooii evidouce ftitoroou us, de>
sired it.

li now appears since the jonrnals of Congress
have bseu published and we are admitted bomnd
the ac<»ne*, that wnen the Me.alenourg aeisen-
iter arnvt d in raini'ieiphia, in June, 1779 (the timeis nxed u» wltoc*«*s who show tuat it was about
Uo tiiuo that Washington set out to tsks com¬
mand oi toe army), that Oougre.se was not at all
io accord »itn the spirit oi toe p»<op e oy
woom ne sad bean »vut. How couiu that
auMUst aseembly alve OutmtenancH to a
depuration o( m<lependeiie>*, aioett in a
remote rerlou of th-j coumry, when their thoughts
»>tm clung to reut'Ui'i;>uMM.<, «i.j every meuuier
was atom to s^t ins uaud to a uotitioo proiessing
loyalty to the Kinr, lev* tor the iuo>ner eeuntry
and disclaiming as an unjust im.nuuuu tae "au»-

bltl/ms design" or Independence which their ene-
mies had ascribed to them «
No closed doors upon a deliberative assembly

*?er serve I a more valuable purpose than tlmse of
the Continental Congress la tuts emergency
against thelf most Mnfidtng tneuds. Tne roes-
sago whs doubtless idas I unwelcome, .in might
liavo met with reuuke out tnat war wan already
beguu; it was necessary to Keep the spirit o! the
peoiii- up to the ilijiitinjr point; the co-operation
01 all would Diobabir bo needed,'oven in a war
sueti as was then lelug waged lor the right* or
British subjects 111 America; uml it wouid not. do
to n"iui bacs :i discouraging reply to men wnose
conduct implied that tti-v were ready lor the
most despei ate conflict.the North Carolina dele¬
gation in Congress were authorized to return lor
answer, that Congress admired the spirit and
patriotism of the people, out deemed tuelr action
premature. It la obvious that rongres*, with i s
then sentiments and wars of policy, while speak¬
ing words of encouragement in their ears, would
gladly puss over the affair In a maimer to attract
to It as little ol public attention as possible.
It wa», as it were, a fire opened upon tho
enemy, when Congress was sending out a

flag or truce with proiessutus of iraterxasatioa.
And it the .Mecklenburg resolutions were not pub¬
lished in the newspapers or the time, or if so
printed measures were taken to destroy tho
copies, so that they Have not come down to us, ll
is no violent, presumption that such measures
were prompted by the agency of Congress in aid
of the policy of reconciliation in wnich that body
was then so earnestly engaged. Certainty in the
niiiid ot no impartial jndg<-, with the information
now ooen to us, can tho credit of ilio testimony In
favor ol tne authority of the Mecklenourg Declara¬
tion suiter any Impairment from the failure ol
Congress to leave some memorial of it.

TUS TWO DEC I-A RATION8 Of MAT, 1775.
Hut a new ground is more recently assumed,

that conceding the atlirma ion t« be true, tf ere is
an error m tne day of the month on which the
alleged meeting was held and in me imnort of tho
resolutions for mat It whs not the '20th, but the
31st or Mav, and tnat the resolutions adopted,
though very spirited and defiant, did uot import
permanent separation trom Great Britain. The
day is not at all material in so small a difference
in the itates; and we are thankful to tne lasr.
learned critic in tho Morth American Review, that
"the people of Mecklenburg were the tlrst to cut
tha 'Cordian knot,' of tne political situation
by their incisive declaration made on tne
:nst of May, 1775.".(See Appendix for copy.)
ir this were alt that bad b. eu done ll would be
an event worthy of commemoration to remote
axes. But we contend that t.ie resolutions
adopted were resolutions ol independence. The
word implies so grand aud stupendous an ld°a to
the subjects of a monarchy that tuere is little lia¬
bility to mistake ir for anything else on tho part
or a witness of ordinary intelligence.
THE (JENDIKBNB8B OK TUB M'KXIIT D0CC1C*NTS.
Very serious question Is also made as to the

genuineness of the copv of the resolutions, tho
original having been destroyed as alleged by tho
conflagration of a bulidlug in tuo year isoo.and
Jud^e Martin in His history of North Corolina hav-
lug published a series not Identical with the copy
published by tl.e Legislature.(See Appendix for
copy). The difference between the two in not a
matter ol substance.both declare Independence.
Anil 1 esteem the production ol a separate and
slightly varied copy by Martin as corroooratlou
rataer than lmpeitohineut ol the verity of the
transaction, esneolally when couple 1 with tho
statement of Dr. Hawks, chat he had conversed
with Judsre Martin on this subject when both were
residing in New means and learned from him that
ne had obtained hi* cony of manuscript I'roin tno
Western part of'North Carolina, beioie tn<3 year
1800. Hut tun integrity oi tho copv mainly de-
ponds upon tne testimony of Jonn McKriitt Alex-
under, aud tnat oi the witnesses sustaining him.
his account was that as a secretary, lie had pre-
served the record or it. trom tue time of adoption
till it w is destroyed with tils dwelling by fire in
18C0. that bo had lurmshed a copy to Dr. Hugh
\\ i liamsoii, who had undertaken to write a His¬
tory of tne .state, lu order tnat the declaration
niiL'ht be noticed in that work.that, he lurmshed
auo'iier copy to General Davie. Williamson i.id
publish a history oi North Carolina m 1812, and iu
his preface asserts that be "had received iuu i in-
formation from some of the most ancient aud re-
spe .'rable citizons of tne State, who continue to
serve tho country, and irom others who had lately
b«cn numbered with the great majority."

TICS QUASI FEIEXD3 OF TUE MECKLXNBCBO DEC-

LAltATION.

[From the Charlotte (N. C.) Observer, April 28.]
We call the attention ofourroaders to a com-

mnnlcatlon in another column on the subject of
Charlotte correspondence of the New Yore
Herald, In regard to the Mecklenburg Declara¬
tion. It is from the pen or ono or the ablest and
most zealous tricnds oi the 20th of May Declara¬
tion. True, the writer is rather severe on Dr.
Phillips, but. who can blame him r No one has a
higher regard lor Dr. Phillips, as a minister and a
Christian, tnau we nave, and uo one places a
higher estimate on uls natural gifts, but when tuo
Doctor enters the Held of historical discussion,
and assails tae most vital spot m tne history of
his own state, be must not expect to come ol
aitogctner u:iajuthou. It is a eerlons mutter for
one to attempt to strip from his own state the
Dru'Qtcit jewel id her crown, and tue robber, who¬
ever he be, and whatever his calling, cannot ex-
i cct to be met by the guardians of the State's cas¬
ket with "soft smiles and smootn lauguaae."
North Carolina has o^en worse treated than any
State of tne original thirteen. She has been liter¬
ally stript ufeverything save her morion* history,
and now tne. ari trying to rot> her even oi tnat.
But the history-hammers. so to speak, vdl lie met
oy loemea wo> thy of their steel, and If the Hebald
will only give tho friends of the Mecklenburg Dec¬
laration as utr a showing as Its enemies, we do
not fear tae result of the controversy.

Tin TTTHit.n'a CHUltOTrK COMIIKPOXDKNT 021
THE KXCXLKNBTTBO DECLARATION.

MKsiis. Editors There la a univerbal dlsaatla-
raetion In thla community la reference to the
article published in trie New York Hkrild or the
24th oq the subject of the Mecklenburg Declara¬
tion. The impression made npon ever/ one who
reads it la like that wulcb U ao well expressed by
jour editorial remarks thia morning that "Uu
wnter aoes not pat toe case aa strong aa ne coald
have done, wtth r 110 natural gnu waieh this letter
shows lie possesses; and we can Hardly tnlnk ula
.i.ea i' la in the matter." Tne writer seema to know
noinlug bet wiiat tne Rev. L»r. l'nlilips lias written
and aaid. He seems to draw nta inspiration irom
tne writings, published and uupnuliancd, 01 that
learned diviuo- lie la evidently in tne confi leoce
men oi a nuay and resUcas opponent of tne *hu
Alar Declaration.
Can it be possible that tbia sham defence la

written at the instance or Dr. Punlipe, in order
thattuat geatleman may have the opportunity
long known to nave been aongnt by him. or again
availing the 20tb May Declaration. Why the
euitor or the Herald did not be.leve hie corres¬
pondent was in earnest, a* is shown by tne lact
that be takos occaalon to diluent editorial*? from
tiiat worse than puerile suggestion oi tne writer,
"thn even if the Mecklenburg Declaration or in¬
dependence Is merely a inytn. It la not wis* to dia-
turb ao pleasant aa Illusion."
A surges ion is venturer for ihe be neat of this

latost apostle or the Mecklenburg Declaration, and
tnat la this:.I be allegation tnat. a certificate to
the effect that the now extant Declaration waa
written from memory.had been torn off ami sup¬
pressed, or that such a certificate ever existed,
rests upon the unsupported assertion of his hero,
taM Magnus .vpoilo or adverse critics. His maga¬
zine article.ins first contribution, perhaps, to
j.ubll*hed literature, wtucn seems to bave so com¬
pletely tumej ma senses that na Has never been
utile to look at the facta tbroug any other me¬
dium.is literally and figuratively tne auu sill
upon which nia satellites have ever since eeu
budding. There la no corroborative evidence,
vernal or written, to support tne mischievous
statement made in tbat magazine article, it is
luie to repeat aud reaffirm taat Governor Swain
said ao and »o. tie h..a left nothing on record to
Justify the vast amount of fiction and nonsense
that is attributed to him in tnn matter, but, on
the contrary, he atands lulijr committed In sup¬
port of tne aoto Mat Deei trati m in more than
one published production. Now, if all this
trouble comea, as i nia late writer lu
the UEnai.D asserts, irom tola uniortu-
nare magazine article, toen ti.o atatement
therein made tbat an Important certificate waa
suppressed should at once oe supported by eatia-
lactory evidence, uot the bare assertion of the
writer; or, if HUi cannot oe tone, then let toe
world oe informed tnat the caviller." ana objectors
have been bullulng upon a :a.ae foundation.
One word to the Hkrald. It tbat paper wialiea

te got tlie controversy oeforo the puouo ut on its
merits, it s&ooid applr to soma or tne itoiiuine
rrlauda and sdvoc ites of the uuth oi .Mar Declara¬
tion. at least for the sources of Information upon
wnich they rely, and not leave tee sufcject wholly
In tho bands of iU open and secrat eoemloa.

THE POUT TICONDEROGA CENTEN¬
NIAL.

WaiTRaxiiL. May 4,1471
Tne following programme of tne order of exer¬

ciser for the Centennial celebration, Mod nay, May
10, has been laaued
"In the namo or the Great Jehorab tad the Con¬

tinental Congress."
Centennial at Tlconderoga, Mondar. Msr 10,

H7&, ooinmemoratlng tee capture of the fort. Or¬
der or exercises i.Forenooti.SuQilse, reveillo, one
hundred guns t consolidation of organised bodioa
ana reviww. under oouitmnd of general Ham¬
mond; rerreabuieuta: picnic. Aitemoon.Forma¬
tion of line; organizations rtua citizens; pro-
c ision moves to tne fort grounds, over
tne route taken by Ethan Allan May
10, 1775, end la drawn up about the Breakers
sun<I. i'raver. inuaic, addresses bv pronuseut men;
lirand parade a:id un itary tactics, ranks ttroken
abo piacoa oi special iRtereat visited, i.ecor»ng
oi gutsta to cars an l boats; parting salute.

it waa expected tnat Kev. Joseph Cook would
be amoog tbe orators for tne occasion, but a letter
irru tiiui re ^r-e i bere to-day indicates that he
will not 04 note to attend.
Artangomeuts are beiBff made for transporta¬

tion. and the lacilitlee ate such thai tlier> win
r iiab.'y t>« a largft attendance from »w Tork

sun Verrr.on itams ana boat! wui land guests
at the .oft aiuukds.

THE INTEBNATIONAL RIFLE ASSO¬
CIATION.

There was a meeting of the International Rifle
Association yea'onlay at their rooms, No. us Nas¬
sau street. Major General ishaler presided, and
there was a largo attendance. Among those
present were Adjutant General Townseml, Gen¬
eral McMahon, llou. i>. w. Judd, Captain Story,
Colonel Ward, Captain Pulton, Colonel Uilaersleeve,
General B.nox. After Hume ordinary routine bust-
net*s was disposed of the Treasurer's report was
presented, showing the state of tlie liuanves, as
thus :.

K'>eclot« $1.M1 t)
lis|i«mtilure* -.I.r.-.H 4J

Balance on band S\i s'i'i 74
Receipt^ Miliscriptiotia, <-utertai»iiM>ut, Ac H.-ioi 5.1
The Rungo Committee reporied progress. The

work of erecting a :cuce Is progressing satisfac¬
torily toward completion.
The Finance Committee reported progress.

Captain Fulton rcau over a list of the various
prizes to l>e offered the successful competitors.
Tho report of the special committee on revising
ttio rules elicited some discussion. Captain Ful¬
ton said it was proposed not to allow any two
competitors to shoot with one (run. Various
Ciaupcs were suggested ici relation to targets,
fixing the sights and other minute details. Soinu
deflection in the stiadu alluded to by General
Townsend were explained oy Captain Futton as
arising irom the quality of the ammunition. (in¬
jections were tiieu raised to loading through the
muzzle. Captain Pulton aald he adopted that course
but he never loaded his gun except when about
to Are. and when the tlnug was interrupted nc
immediately extracted the charge. The precau¬
tion appears 10 oe generally observed. Captain
Fulton was of opinion that every mail should be
required to have his pu ce at half coct. Adjutant
taleuersl Townsend explained his viewg on the
subset, and, owiug to tho ditference in tbo con¬
struction and action of some triggers, JurtQer
precaution was deemed necessary, in his opinion,
it was agreed that the re:>< rt be adopted. It was
movcu and seconded Unit the Katige committee
be authorized to buy a horse, harness aud mow¬
ing machlu", to be used on the ruuge. A resolu¬
tion in relation to permitting refreshments on the
range was also adopte I.
A communication was then read irom Major

Leech, the contents 01 which have been aircany
published. Considerable attention was devoted
to the selection of prizes for annual presenta¬
tion, aud It was resoived toat the Prize Committee
be authorized to procure designs for three med¬
als, to De awarded successiul competitors once a
year. It was unanimously resolved that Colonel
Kichard Vose and Mr. if. Palmer Stanton oe ap¬
pointed directors. The subject of badges received
some consideration, and it was moveu bv Captain
Fulton aud unanimously adopted that the associa¬
tion be empowered to order thirty badges for Hie
members, to be retained while tt.ey continue
members, and the moucy tor tho same to bo re¬
funded should they withdraw and hand over the
sa ne to tile association.
The mooting then adjourned.

THE BLACK HILLS COUNTEY.

MEETING 07 THE INDIAN COMMISSION LAST
EVENING STATEMENT OF MB. STEELE, DELE¬
GATE FROM WYOMING TERRITORY.
Last evening the members or tlie Indian Com-

missiou, consisting or Messrs. Clinton H. Fisk
(President), £. il. Halght, E. M. Kingsley and F. H.
Church (Secretary), witu Oeneral I!, it. Cowea,
Assistant secretary or tbe Interior, and ilon. E. P.
Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, met at tbe
Fifth Avenue Hotel to listen to a statement 01 Ilon.
R. W. Steele, Delegate in congress iroin Wyoming,
In reference to ludiau affairs in that Territory.
Mr. Sleelo stated to tbe Board and otber lane,

tlonarias present that (luring last tall ho visited
tne Ked Cloud Agency and witnessed ibe distribu¬
tion of government supplies. lie carelully exam-
inod tbe flour, coffee, sugar and other articles fur¬
nished, and suia that \hev were all of good quality.
Mr. Steele had, he said, no doubt that the govern¬
ment supplies purcuased ami intended for the In¬
dians were correctly disposed of. The flour was
received at Cheyenne and inspected by cai<taiu
Long, Commissary of Subsistence, United States
Ariuv. Alter tbe Inspection and loading of the
goous for tbe agencies it would have been Impossi¬
ble and impracticable to have made any change
without leturuinsr the supplies to the line or tno
railroad, a distance ol between 163 and 200 miles.
In response to inquiries, Mr. Steele said further
that tne management at too agency was as good
as could well be expected witu one agent and a
email force ol employes and the very large num¬
ber of Indians, amounting to about 13.000, under
their charge, wdio i prevents necessarily any ex¬
tensive per.soaat influence to oe exercised over
tnem. Nearly nil are semi-clviilzed, but ttiey per-
lorm little or notuing m the way or becoming sell-
supporting, iae reservation proper in exteut Is
about equal to the State of Ohio. The soil ana
climate is diversified iu character, mere is an
abunaant supply or wood, water ana buffalo.

TUK BLACK U1LLS COUNTRY
is included id me sioux i enervations, and the ap-
prenenaion* of serious outbreak in consequence
oi white intruders or seekers after gold coming
among Mem, to wbicb they are opposed, is grad¬
ually ladtug away. A delegation or S.oux ore ex¬
pected iron Wyuming in a lew days at Washing¬
ton to enter into a new treaty. The government
is desirous or purchasing the rigtit of occupation
of the Blacit Hilis country and there are good
grounds for believing that some satisfactory ar¬
rangement win t>e reached by wnlch tnat com¬
paratively unknown and interesting section will
be opened up fur settlement aad exploration.
Mr. Steele, in conversation, stated that ne had

no doubt that tbe Hig Horn and Powder Blver re¬
gion, when opened to settlement and explora¬
tion, will be fouud extremely noli in tue precious
metals. This is tne section of country in Wyom-
ing mentioned in uenerai Sheridan's recent letter
an oeing a valusole mining country, and to wnieti
at present the laoians nave only the privilege of
bunting over.

ine committee appeared to beqnite interested
in listening to Mr. Steele's statements.

NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOC1IETY.

LKCTUBE BY XAMER PARTON ON "MANNKRS AND
MORAIB IN THE LAST CENTURY."

A stated meeting of tbe New York iltstoruai
Society was held last evening st tbe Library, Sec*
ood avenue and Eleventh street, Mr. James W.
Beekman presiding. The auctenoe was large and
incladod many of our aost prominent ciMiens.
After tho reading of tbe usual routine reports tbe
Coairman introduced Mr. James Parton. who had
been announced to read a paper on "Manners and
Morals iu tbe Last Century."
Alter saying that we aro prone to Judge of tlio

improvement oi the world or its retrogresaion by
our own disposition and tbe clrsumsunces which
surround each of us rather than by faois,
Mr. i*arion went on to describe the
manner in wnicli tbe rl<licuions superstitious
custom or curing the dire diaeaso Wuowa
as the "King-* Evil" wss carried on, alluding es¬
pecially to inxtance* In the time of Louis the Six-
teeniu and Marie Antoiuetto. and oi Oiiarles the
Second in Kngland. tie instanced this custom as
one in v»inea the peers tbe commons ana the
cler/v took a most pompous pare, lie then enu¬
merated several historical meu who snowed equal
weakness in their beliefs. For instance, Wesley
Mid that giving up belief in witchci aft was giving
tip the bible; and Dr. Jonnsoti, woo hud hiras .f
been loueaed by the King for the care of the
"King'.- Evil" would have said tne same. Newton
was an slt'Ueousi and believed Iiocoum man go.d
out or copper, and Semmier, of ilerun, believed
mat be could produce the precious metal out of
moist salt, and actua.iy submitted an experiment;
but it was afterwards discovered mat els servant
haa secretly inserted gold leaf lb the pre¬
paration.

WESTMINSTER CHURCH.

ANNrncncABY mbbtcnq last night to cele¬
brate THE LNCCMBENCY OP TUB RBV. Ok ft
MATTHEWS.
One of the pioasantest church rsunlons held this

season took place last olgnt in tho Westminster
Presbyterian church, Twenty-second street, be¬
tween Sixth aid Seventh avenues. It wss in
celebration of the anniversary of tue inenmbeoey
by tbe present pastor, the Her. O. D. Matthews,
of tne minister? of this congregation. Tho ch.toa
was oompletely filled by a very respectabio and
intelligent congregation. I'ne dialect ol tbo
land of Barns was bearJ on all sides, and ladles
whom iieu Mouregor or Jeannie Beans ulgnt fesl
satiated to owu as oonuiry Women tent the oltarm
or tuw r presence to grace the occasion.
Tue ftev. Mr. Cliambsr* opened toe meeting by a

prayer, ar er wmcu ton H«v. Jonn iiaii, i». D..
(Iiii»ere4 an eir.qunnt aud forcible a-ldresi on cue
benefits to oe derived from tho influence oi good
ex uui ie. itefernsg to ministerial lno rs, ne aa.d
that, "However much thn man mlgnt like as
minuter the true would like mm ¦ml
more." The Uev. Mr. Mlngens next ad-
dressed tbe meeting at letigih. He was par-
ti u.arlv severe upon "loug-hatrcd mou
and .iioi t tialrod women,'* who absurdly eaougb
persisted in calling themselves pnuosophers,
and rerormiag rue world, us tuev phrase* it. be
baa atienueu a meeting of to*se ridiculous people
in the t ooper Lmoa. They ooul* lorstsi. Uie com¬
ing of tho millennium, but «»r#unaoi« to point
out s stogie banevoienl institution ior the oars or
tne sic* or the rniiei oi tne puuoer t cat u ov had
esibttiiahcu. uut works ot Chrsnau charity are
not within the purview ol these new-itfbi phiios >.

pheri". After Mr. Hodgeit tiad sutig a very accent-
i,n-e pisce irom t«« Mes>Uii" tne ich'. Dr. Oi mis-
touaidretaed Hit caiigiPgatlon, a-Uing mieiv.u
iatiKdsge tue penpiscoutiiinance in the pa>h ot
their religious duties. The He v. Mr, Muunows,
pustor oi the Westminster congregation,
loliowed >n an address o< pious tnsi.ks
10 bis flock and to tboss arouud o.m
lot tn« co operation which he is rtoeivio,; in uis
peroral work oi uuiiuiug up and extending the
snirituai Influence of ibis e >«greiration. h om-
WMted its iireaeutoomtiarauvjiy Biosporoua (u>m*

dition with its unhappy state a year ago, whin it
came into his charge. At the end oi the closing
address Mrs. Garrison sung iu charming style tnat
oeautuuily tender and sweetly pathetic old ocrnu'.
.'Tho Land «' the Leal." she was rapturously
encored, and lalny brought down the ho se by
her rendering of the mmoua Jenu» l.in<j'-t favor¬
ite scotch song, '.Within a Mile o' Edinboro'
Town." The exercises of the evening were closed
by prayer, ana tire meeting adjourned to t.tiu floor
below, where aniole refreshments were laid out
for all who wished to partake of them.

SWALLOWING A DIAMOND.
~

IN HIS DTOtn TO CONCEAL HIS GUILT A

BHOPUrTfci: 8WALLOW8 A ONE TXiOfBAND
DOLLAR HOLITAIRE.
Between eli-ven anil twelve o'clock yosrerdcy

morning two arrangers entered flic jewelry store
of Harmore & Co., corner of Maiden tan* au4 Nas¬
sau street. One of them accosted tin- salesman and
requested to look at some diamond rings, a
numoer were shown, and as ho seemed rather
extravagant in his tastes some of the more valu¬
able ones were exhibited. Among the number
was a solitaire diamond ring, tbo atone
of wtilcti is valued at $1,000. This
tho pseurto purchaser tried 011 tin flnfer
twoor three times and examined It in several
diilerent llglits to discover any possible flaw, lu
the mean tune tho other man walkol arouud the
store, talcing a general survey ot thegtecu, and.
once In a while, would come toward where 111s
iriend was standiug, take up one or the rings 111 a
careless manner, give his opinion as to lis quality
und as carelessly lay It down again. The sales-
man tnroughuut kept a very sharp louk>>nt on his
customers and counted tho rings as he pur tuem
Uii the case and as he mtarned 1.10m to
their places. Suddenly lie missed the
$ 1 ."00 solitaire. The correct numoer <>f
nuns were on the case, but a pur-te
ring had been surreptitiously substituted f< r the
valuable diamond. An officer was sent lor uume-
diaieiy. and Officer Terry, of tne Kirst precinct,
came in bciore the two men could maze 'nelr es¬
cape and tons them both to tho htation tmuse.
Before leaving tue store 0110 of them asked to be
searched, hut tho persou who seemed desirous of
purchasing refused to be searched till he reached
the station house. While passing tho sub-Treas-
urv building tnis mau was seizeu with a violent
lit of cougulng and put his handkerchief twice
to his mouth. Aiterward wuou searched t;ie ring
was nowtiere to tie found on him, t»ut it is
thought that at the time of the violent couuh-
log, which was tu ail probability shammed,
he swallowed the nug. His name is hd.»ai\i Wat¬
son. alias (ieorgo lloyt, anas Williams, tnd ho is a
notorious tluef and suopiiiter. lie was arrested
before lor suoplining m istiH. and nis picture was
then taken and placed iu me Uogues' uallery. Ho
has returned but a short time ir»m a Ave rears'
sojourn lu me State Prison. Toe companion of
Watson lu his bold undertaking yesterday was a
mau uameo John 11- llauht. Watsou and Uauilt
were brought to the central Office, Defore super-
lutendent Walliug, about two o'clock yesterday
alternoon, aud later In the day were taken uelora
Judge Sherwood, at the Tombs 1'oilce Court, who
committed Watsou in i^,000 bail to answer and
held Hautlt as an accompuce.

KATE CRONK'S TRIAL.

A WOMAN CHASOED WITH 8HOOTINO A HAN
FATALLY.

lathe Paterson Court yesterday, before Judge
Dixon, the trial of Mrs. Kate CronH lor man¬

slaughter, In killing James Luke, alias Decker,
was taken up aud comuiencod with the Jollowiug
jury:.William Kakins, Garret L Alersells, Itictiard
Van lderstlne, Charles Hatrlck, William HughesI Tneodore 8. Perry, Christopher Rafferty, Hubert
Bridge, Jr., Abrain Fredericks, William Fortune,
Abratn Clegg, James MackeL
The following synopsis of tho opening of Mr. A.

B. Woodiuir, the proseontor, gives a rCswnt of
the case lor which the woman Is indicted. The
killing took place last fall, near Wanaque, Passaic
county. Mr. Woodruff said the defendant's
maiden name wa-i Starr; she marred a mau
num^d Youmans, lived wnh him somo time and
then they separated, not being iilvorce.l, and she
weut with or married the person with whom
she was living at the time of this occur¬
rence, named Josepn Cronk. Deceased was J.iines
Luke, but had a nickname, Decker. Joseph Ofook
had another wile, wnom he had married soiuo
time before, aud lived witn a short tuue, but they
had separated, so tnai both of toe parties bad
other man led mates. Decker, from a conversa¬
tion wriK-h took place at lice's Hotel beiore the
killing, it woUid seem, had been accustomed to
goiag to toe mis woman, and she a*a threat-
eued to shoot mm, 1 believe, be.ore this tune
On the mgut in question Josepn Croak and
James I.u&e were at Heury Tlce's hotel;
Cronk had left about fliteon minutes
past nine o'clock, and about live minutes,
alter that Luke leit. A snort time atter mat,
lu a very tew minutes, irons came to a nesghbcr,
Mr. Brown, an 1 said that Rate bad shot James
Decker, aud he went :or several other neighbors.
ADout a quarter past ten -overal of tuem had
assembled there, and Uiey iou..d Lite lying a lew
Jeet irom the dmi step ot ibis Or unit's house, with
a hale made with a load or shot just above the
eye, and the defendant said ahe uad suot aim;
that he had wanted to come Into tm; uou-»,
soe forbade Mm, and she thereupon snot
him. S o had snaipcl two caps, aud then
weut back, got another aud shot him, and
tkat ho would not tell any more lies about
her. l'iie Grand Jury have seen lit to present tins
Indictment in sucualormas no petit Jury snail
say that this woman was thereby guilty 01 delib¬
erate mnrder or not. tforder 1* tne killing of a
person with deliberation. Manslaughter Is the
tilling or any human being witnont justiflcauoa
and without maiice. This indictment is for man¬
slaughter. If jo,1 should believe that delendant
was guilty of deliberate murder, yon will be
b'-itmd to convict her on mis indictment of mau.
siamtter.
The testimony adduced yesterday was veer

strong against Mrs. Cronk. and the reeling is that
tae trial *1.1 ue brier and result in her conviction
tor maiisaugnter.
THE RAILROAD LABORERS* STRIKE.

WOKX KSTir.ELI BCSrENDID.A MSOLBADEB
TWICE ri&ED C*OX B* A POLICEMAN.

Work has baoQ entirely suspended in Ave of to*
six ahafts of the new tunnel of the Delaware and
Lackawanna Railroad. AH the men In ttie employ
of Contractor McAndrew* are now Idle, ibey
had Men receiving only $1 as a day np to
the lat of April, when the wage*
were increased flitoon cents a day. Work U pro¬
gressing In snait No. 4 under contractor Ttbbltts.
who bit* treated tin iatjorerssopenerousiyth.it
they refused to join in the strike. Tlo'Htts staud
to them yeaterdav that he 1a willing to give th -m
ten cent* a day more rbtui tn* men recer.a 111 tne
other -lifts. Tiie number at men on s-rike
la 830. Mr. Walsa. thv oondstoan fi r Contractor
McAndrew*. cahed at .ho ThtM precinct im o«
ana a*n«-i for police protection. W^rranta were
issued for tne arrest of th» ringleaders, one man.
who waa pointed out to (itl.ccr Led! ok, relused 10
go wltn tne olOcer and ran a.rar. The ofllrer fired
twtca at 1 no lugutve, who succeeded ut escaping.
The men bold a consultation last evoninrr arid it
was resolved to continue >m srrue tin tueir de¬
mand* ahonid b< conceded. The man lingered
around the different shai's in a threatening at¬
titude during the day. Violence and blooosMd
are feared u n*w m^n are placed at work, lioiue
of the men now on atr.ke urged the adoption
of a demand that tho contractor be re-
quired to pay a specified anm to
the families o( the laborers killed at the work,
but it was voted down, rao greatest determma-
tion to hoiu out waa manifested by the men, and
Contractor Mi-Andrews seem* equally detormiaed
not to >le:d. lie ?ar* be can obtain a iuii sap ty
of labor (or tne rate tie ha* been accu-ttotned to
par. out rear* violence at tb* bands ol tne men on
at11k*.

NEWARK MANTRAPS.

For month* th* p*opi* of Newark have olamorsd
for sod* safeguard which shall prev*at tha
almost dally occurrence of accidents at tb*
hnndr*ds of place* In th* city where at*am rail¬
road tracks croaa th* streets on th* level over
wai«h tbers run dally 120 trains. A committee of
tb* Common Council waa asmed some wesks ago
to con.*r with the principal offlo«rs of tb* P*nu-
atuatila Ksiiroad, atio met there y*st*r-
cav to discn<s tne fV|j*t-r. 1 he company was
repr*>ent>d uy Mr. Wolcut Ja>g*on ,.;il Mr.
ihotnpnou, witfi Mr. John P. Jackson conu-ei or
the road. T * i.'onucii Committee was attended by
city Couu-ei uuild, in wtioae loaoabsri trio comer-
eno* was held. lb* railroad reprexentatlv.* pro-
lei-ed to oe i«aciy, wiiiu.* and anx. >u* o do
aimogr, anything the ojiini.it'«e deoirei in the
prenu«*«, Th*y wan* prapartd t«*y nrt, to put
np gates and lenoea along tn* ilnn or tno.r
road witiun trie c.liy limlts-'.se cheapest
totti# tbey could do, they said; or tt>«y Wo 1.1 ga
ai *re« w>th tne ,oily in sin»,i.g tno tvacks hoi t
th« level of ttie streets or raising tnem nigu
en n;ii r<» a tuiit or bridging tne Ktreer. crossings.
Mr. Thompson said ut iftiug tr.e tmcsa ira» t bet¬
ter piau, tit that would <" 'St severm million* or
doiiar< am Newark would not go to any snci |
psnae junt n w. it <p;> a'* tne ooiiiiult!**
nau uot irself uyieed tipon any ledniie
plan. Tt.e impress.i<n seennd to prevail that
pares aod (eiicot would oe t*ry objection sol* to
tb* ultlicna living aoioa* the railroad. 1'ne o i.y
tonig ttie comiuutee a*Am*d to lie u*cided upou
waa that th* umu* the tract ir ui Man.et street
to somn Broad Direct as a uoigtit train depo;, all
toe war aiaag, wm a gri*von* *fit imd nr»'.it,T
onargeaot# icr tu* majority 01 u#i:iil«a;a wino.i t c-
our. Vot«, iuo rsilrii.u men. declared t>ev war*
ready 10 rec tiy. lu .aoi, ncco.diQg to lit* ruiiroad
ueu, tlioy are prepared to c-air' ont hii« piau the
coiiiiu ite<< inav diaiate. fa* np*b '» wut tuat nu
iloUhit* uu ierst'kudiu^ Wat arrived at, nna tn*
cuihm.tice adiou ued till to-uio row ev^nmg.
«¦..-» eapeot to be able to make a report on f i-idar
mstit at Hi* m*etiug 01 tii" 1. uucll. As uia^ well
be imagiaau wiuasptaad in o eat is leit iu tu*
mmt

ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION
.

Deputy Comptroller Earle Attacked by
Desperate City Creditor.

A NARROW ESCAPE.

Comptroller Green's Assistant Saved Only*
by a Chance.

James A- Daay, driver of the van by whiori
prisoners uro conveyed trorn the Tumbi to the
Courts ol Generul Sessions and Oyer aud Terminer,
yesterdav attempted to shoot Atrubam U Earle.
the Deputy City Comptroller; but the attempt
proved a failure by reason of the pistol missing
lire each time the would-be murderer palled tHe
trigger. It seem? that Duffy has a claim lor $1,100
against the city for lurnisniuir horses for

TUK PKldON TAN
when M. T. Dreuuan was Sheriff. The Comp¬
troller has lor apward of a year refused to pay
tue claim, on the jrrounu that Mr. Brennan baa
a 8>> a claim for conveying prisoners at $1 76 a
head, and assorted tnat until the question va|
decided as to whose claim was the proper on* na

payment woald be made. Duffy has been oerslsu
ent In his calls at the Comptroller's office tot
weeks past, but had never beeu able to get evea
a halt' promise that the money he contends la
Justly due him would be paid. On Friday last he
culled ut the Mayor's office to make a complaint
against the Comptroller for refusing to pay him, bat
the Mayor being very busy at the time
Duffy went awav without Boeing him. He then
acted rather strangely and complained bitterly ol
the want his family was safferlng irom by reason ei
tao Comptroller's stubbornness. Yesterday fore¬
noon he made his appearauoe in the Court U >use,
and was seen lounging about in the corridor neaf
toe Comptroller's office for some time berore he en¬

tered tne room, officer Davis, who is detailed at
the Comptroller's office, was several times ao
costed by Duffy, who asked him repeatedly
whether the comptroller was In aad wrien ha
might be exoected. This at, the time did nol
arouse

THE OFFICER'S Sl'SPICIONS,
but from what followed soon aiterward it 1* be¬
lieved tnat Duffv was lyintr in wait for Mr. Green,
and ihat lie intended to attack him, and not Mr.
Barle. About half-past twelve Duffy entered the
Deputy Comptroller's office, un4t walking to Mr.
Kane's (leak, began to laik witn him quietly about
his claim. He tlually grew excited in his conver¬
sation. but went nut witnout making anv attempt
at violence. lie returned in a lew inmates and
n'rain accosted Mr. Carle. He was to.d that
his claim would receive due conslderatloa
in tlui>-, but that the delay in nettling
the matter ha<i been eansed bv tne fact that Mr.
Hrenuati's claim related to the same subject. Mr.
Ejrie, inter *¦ me mrth r cooveisu loo, llualiy told
Duffy 'o call in again; m.it tie hadn't tune to at-
tend to the claim just then. Duff? exclaimed ex¬
citedly that it was about lime it was settled, and
while sppiiKin_r got buiiind the railing wnlch sepa-
rates Mr. hiarle's desk from tne main office. Mr.
Earle meanwhile had risen to go out to lunch with
Mr. ihouias S. Saudlord, who was standing by bun,
and had only gone a few leet from the desk when
Duffy lollowed him, quickly

DttKW A KKV0LVXR
and aimed it at Mr. Karlo's mad. The latter heard
the click of tiie hammer a* it leu, and on turning
round and seeing Duffy with the pistol raised, ran
out towa'd the nail way. Duffy totiowed him, and
again pointing toe pistol ut his dead pulied the
trigger. Again tne pistol missed tire. Mr. Kane
at this grappled with Duffy, and during tne scuttle
was thrown to tne tloor, Duffy tailing on top of
him. Mr. sand lord and Mr. William il. Kickerta,
one of the court eriers, who happened to De pa«a-
mg at tue time, suddenly lealD.imr that Duffy
meaat miaeUei, caught sigut of the putoi lor tn<
tl.st i,m» waiie ilij tw men were struggling
ou the Uoor, ami ru&tied to Mr. Earie'e a*sl*tanca,
officer Hum' aiteuuoa was also attracted to toe
spot by ihu aoise made by the scuffie, aud witn tae
aid of Mi. it ckerts no secured Daffy and took the
pistol lroui turn. Duffy maoe no resistance to tne
officer and quietly went wttu mm to the Twenty-
sixth precinct aiatioo uouse in the b<ta«ment o(
the cwy liall, -aHere a complaint was entered
against him by Mr. Carle. On examination or tUe
ppttol It wa* discovered to oe a seven-enooter, of
tne smith £ Wesson pattern. Four chamours
were loaued and varee had no cartridges at all.
aud tne nanimcr rested over one of the empty
chambers, the otner two empty chamnera being te
tne ielt or tue hammer, showing tnat wtiea
Duffy bad

PCLLKD TUK TRIOOBIt TWtC*
wneu bo almeu the piaiot at m:. Ear.e the harnmei
had fallen e.ica time over an empty chamber. To
tula fortuuute accident, 11 it can be called such,
mo Deputy comptroller owed his llie. When be
was going down stairs to the station noose Daffy,
kcooriiiag to officer Davis, said to mm:."inat'l
Kane, Is ltr wnl, whon 1 get over tnu I'll settle
a it a U.eeu." When asked by the UkraU) re*
porter il he had really come down town wltt
a determination to kill Mr. Earle he said >-"So, I
uij not; i really did not mow what I was uoing."
DuQy talked when in tue station house as though
he uad i/teu drinking; in lact, he confessed thai
bo aad.

MR. KARLk'S 8TAIEUHXT.
The reporter, siiortly after Hie arrest of Duffy,

called upon Mr. c»r.e, who was aiiriouuded by a
laru» number of tu« ui taenia of 'Do city H..K con¬
gratulating aim on his miraculous escape. He
ki.itj'i mat tie did uot retnetuoer aver seeing
Duffy but ooce before. on which occasion ta« la:-
tur aewandou yajiun: (or nis bliL -'ine c.a.m,"
said Mr. fcarie, "is not payable at tola office. Tne
in an was engaged by eX-aoeriiT Brennan for about
eievou moun.s, as l unuersiand it. in conveying
1 ntoner* >rout ttie courts to the romtw, and ne
ahotiid look to Mr. Brennan lor settlement."
At iivo P. M. uuJy wan taken to tua Tomb*,

where Air. tare entered a loroiai complaint against
iiim. his affidavit being aa .'aliowa:.
f\ty J O/Witu Of Xfte York, a bratkam L. Earle, aI

tlv>; l ui; tro! er'> otflce, deposesana «*v, th.<t on l u«*-
Cai". the uli day of M*y, hi the Vear Ia7». at the city of
.New \ork lie oil tI oi titly An I feloniously »t*aaite4
I./ Jsuies A. Duffr. * ao came in.o the louiptroller's
c'ffl .. ana then and there deliberately pointed . putoL
lun.UJ witii powder and bail, at .inn ilireeilr toward
deponnnt'a pvraou and »napi>ed it; that uo-

p.ment reused Iro.o him. when he followed
deponent aad pointed said pWtol at depceeal
a «fO'>nd time on the second attemot of (aid
i nrty ueponeot grappled witb hiin to prevent hiin in>ui
Ab joiine deponeni, ana in the 'eu.Ut **- taro>vn upon the
llo ,r Uepooent bciievo* that Mid llutty did so putnt sa.4

Ci-ioi aiUA-pom ui and ansa it witn tin ien>el.a» inteul
ta*« the Ule ol deponent or to do htm bo >ily tiaraa,

am' without an v juattacatiou ou the part ol tl>e and
sailant Therefore, the aeponeui prays ttat the mid aa-
aai.aat miy be apprrni>nae.1 au<l pound U> au»*er tar
tie assault, Ac.. tuiU be deait with according to law.

AUIUHAM u t.Aail
Pworn te before me this «th day of May, 1*7*. S. A

Hssuwoon. 1*0 ace Jo*tics
Duffy, when askea if ne waa guilty or not guDty,

pluuued "not guilty." and waa committed to
await tne action ol the Grand Jnry in dofaul| ol
j.s,ji u bail.
comptroller Green, Aaditor Jackson and aev-

eral oi me at;a<.n * oi the Comptroller'* office
were pn-aeut in tua eoort room dnring toe pro¬
ceedings.

lbe pusocer Duffy reside- on 106th street, near
the tiou.avaid. at tne outbreak of tne war heor-
guui/.cti the Lincoln cavairy. otnerwiaa known aa
ta*i Inst New York, of wnicti ne received tua ap-
pointiucnt of first it'oienan.. At toe concinsiob el
peace lie teas appointed a L>atro;taan on toe pollc*
force oi ft b city, wnlcb cosiiion ne occupied prior
to entering tna urmr, and waa a«aignad to duty in
too iourieentu i reciuvL In lliu be resigned lion
tne 1'oilce Dapartmeut, accented taa position oj
ariver of the prison ?an under Sheriff Braonea,
wnlcii poaitioii be atiii uolda uadar Menu Conner,
loose w|i.i are aiquaintod «itu l>uffy (ay that he
n.»a always borne a good rnnrac'er.

pcrrVa i>Barr.nAriuN.
Duffy stated to a ceutleman at tua Tomba toav

bis lami y were in aotoiuta want, and toal
wOen ie lart >n toe (naming ne leit
men without i. .»«t tor the day. Ha
said that Ma *».' nrany cra/ed by a is trooolas,
aud :aoi:u»r that ne bad a just claim against tna
citv and tnat tua comptroller waa malioioaaiy
keeping i im out of in* iuon«j lia grew desperate
wihq in tua Comptroller's oillca. on the ouiei
hand, it ia stated iu*t d* waa regniany paid t>f
the ."-n?rlif, and that a warrant oi $&% has b««a
waiting aim In the v orat.troller's otBoa lor a coapia
of * oeka, bcio* hi* pay ior M itoh aa an otfiaar ol
the loun of uyer and rarmlnar.

ALLEGED OUTRAGE IN BROOKLYN.
a MtuiKR or T« rouca rosoa imtt icaMd.
lbe fact waa dlacloaed in Brooklyn laai oiaht

that on the 22d tut. a snooting outran* waa oom%
mlttad on a yenng Irtah girt by thraa men, aa
alleged, with tlie cogoixanca and in to* presence
of a raemi*r ol the poiloa forca. From what cenid
b* itarned of tna facta it appears that en the
night m qn?stton Mary Mitohsu, Aged twantr yetra,
wno n..»i heen in the country h«t a raw daya,
w.>ut into Madden'a liquor store, at Myrtle ave>
nua aim Uaymond st.ee:, to inquire ior tie*
brother, wno ia a watchman. Anile in ttterg
sue was iu uitpd by tovoa un*n, and wnea aha left
they lokinwed uer. Upon r«aoniuc the corner at
Ueyr.iotid and itollvar atieeiA iitay seised her
nnd out iMted har o-rwon. me uuiortanate girldid not report trie tact to i; ^ potice. nut it aeta*
to tue oarA of i at qui Afoliroy, a c'atnoiio prigs
wao reported it to taa Dia'iiCi Attornuy. War-
runta wore ts.A,i«d ior the arreat or D. Mcrt .

Juin.-s tai'ioa *ni an> tn»t m*n wooae name n. .

uot teou diacioaed. I nc atatoxent of the girt
to tuc. eireo. that uaicer .viurrar, of tbe t'onrt
pieitinct, wsa ( leaent at toe time of taa eeoot
reocp un( oiu not tuteriera. Au »>aWlnatian eil
uo naU tu-4ay before JaaUwe Kiiar


